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Upcoming
MEETINGS
Town Hall/Board
Meeting on
Wednesday, Nov. 10th
@ 10 AM

Board Meeting on
Wednesday, Nov. 22nd
@ 10 AM

November 2021 Garden Talk
Dear Members,
WELCOME BACK! WELCOME BACK! Every day we see more of you return, and that makes our
vibrant community hum with activity. Wednesday night dinners have resumed after the COVID
hiatus, with excellent meals planned, prepared, and served by volunteers under the direction of
Julie McFarlane. The Activities Committee, with leadership by Linda Rimmer, has planned some
wonderful events for all of us to enjoy. By the time you read this, the first FGMHA Community
Yard (Garage or Patio) sale will be behind us. I’m sure that it will be a great success. The
committee has been busy planning for our New Season Celebration on November 11th.
Reservations are required for this event to ensure that we have a correct count of complementary
meals available for your enjoyment. If you haven’t made your reservation, please contact the
office asap. If you would like to make potato salad or slaw for the event, please give Kathy a call
and let her know what you will be bringing. Julie and her crew will be preparing a wonderful
Thanksgiving meal to be served at our Wednesday Dinner. On December 7, 2021, we will be
commemorating the 80th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor. There will be a concert of patriotic tunes
with music provided by Ron Hylland (The Swinging Resorters); and we will be having
refreshments.
October was busy for the board with the agenda crammed with important items for discussion
and action. On October 13, 2021, the board agreed to discuss a $400 donation from the AA
Group to be used for kitchen activities. The Board also approved the Rules and Regulations
relative to the Board Resolution approved on May 26, 2021, relative to no smoking in the FGMHA
common areas.
At the October 27, 2021 Board meeting, the Board reviewed and approved extending the
HOAMCO management contract for 2022. HOAMCO will not be increasing its management rates
for 2021. The Board also voted to approve the replacement of the carpeting on the stage steps
and ramp to ensure safety and to be consistent with the newly painted clubhouse; and to
approve the donation of a bench by Lori Powell in honor of her parents, Leo and Judy Buchan,
who called Florence Gardens their home for 30 years. The Board also approved the request by
the American Red Cross to hold blood drives in our clubhouse on January 18 and March 26, 2022.
Additionally, the Board continued to discuss the possibility of assessing an impact fee for all NEW
FGMHA homeowners with use of the funds to be restricted to a board designated reserve fund.
Action on this topic is expected to occur in the month of November. The Board, in response to
member request, continues to study options to enhance the lighting in the parking areas of the

(cont’d)
Annex to ensure member safety when they use the building after dark. You are encouraged to
attend Board meetings to learn more about these topics, and to present your thoughts and opinions
to the Board.
Our association relies heavily on volunteers to ensure that the work of the association is
appropriately executed, and to ensure that we have many enjoyable activities for our members.
Volunteers are needed for multiple committees including Strategic Planning, Documents, and
Architectural. Volunteers are desperately needed for multiple activities including Wednesday dinners
(planning, preparation, set-up, serving, and clean-up); and other special events planned by the
Activities Committee. I’ve heard that the kitchen volunteers have a great time so come out and join
the fun. Volunteers are also needed to sell tickets for our dinners, breakfasts, and special events.
Please contact Kathy Dunkel if you’re interested in volunteering.
By now, you’ve probably heard that we had a contentious Board meeting on October 27th. Your
board is interested in what our members have to say; however, it is very hard to actually “hear” what
members have to say when the message is delivered in an angry or threatening manner. Your board
respectfully requests that you treat our great, hard-working employees and your board members
with dignity and respect. You are welcome to attend our next Board Meeting which will be a Town
Hall to hear member concerns on November 10, 2021.
I’ll close now by wishing each of you a good month and a Happy Thanksgiving. If you’re traveling
back to your winter home this month, please travel safely.
Sincerely,
Sharon Lee, President, FGMHA Board of Directors

Happy Thanksgiving!

Architectural Meetings

Finance Committee

November 22nd @ 11 AM
November 1st @ 9 AM
November 8th @ 9 AM
November 15th @ 9 AM
November 22nd @ 9 AM
November 29th @ 9 AM

Nominating Committee
November 5th @ 10 AM

All members are invited to attend
Documents Committee

Activities Meeting

November 3rd @ 9 AM
November 17th @ 9 AM
Meet in Media area of Clubhouse

November 2nd @ 8:30 AM

Welcome Committee

Strategic Planning

November 5th & 19th @ 9 AM
Meet in the conference room

November 3rd @ 10:30 AM
November 17th @ 10:30 AM

Wednesday, November 3rd - 4 PM Happy Hour, 5 PM Dinner $10
Market St. Meatloaf
Scalloped Potatoes
Ginger-Orange Glazed Carrots
Creamy Pea Salad with Red Onion and Cheese
Chocolate Éclair Cake

Wednesday, November 10th - 4 PM Happy Hour, 5 PM Dinner $10
Potato Bar with a Large Baked Potato
Toppings: Chili, Stroganoff or Broccoli Cheddar
Add: Sour Cream, Butter, Bacon and Scallions
Lettuce Salad with Croutons and Choice of Salad Dressing (Ranch, Thousand, Catalina)

Wednesday, November 17th - 4 PM Happy Hour, 5 PM Dinner $12
Thanksgiving Dinner
Turkey
Bread Dressing
Mashed Potatoes and Gravy
Squash and Sweet Potato Casserole
Green Bean Casserole
Cranberry Sauce
Dinner Rolls
Pumpkin or Apple Pie with Whipped Cream

Saturday, November 20th - 7-9:30 AM Breakfast $9
Egg Bake
Overnight Hashbrowns
Fresh Fruit
Sour Cream Blueberry Coffee Cake

Wednesday, November 24th - 4 PM Happy Hour, 5 PM Dinner $10
Shrimp or Chicken Souvlaki with Tzatziki
Grilled Sweet Peppers, Onions and Tomatoes
Lemon Rice Pilaf
Greek Salad
Pita Bread
Greek Apple Spice Cake

The annual Christmas Bazaar is scheduled for December 4, 2021 from 8 am – 12 pm.
More information will be published as the date gets closer. There are tables available. Tables are $10. Please contact the office if you would like to purchase a table.
You do need to obtain a Town of Florence permit however we can provide all the
information in a packet to anyone interested.
Who likes to bake? Did you enjoy the bake sales in the past? The
bake sale could possibly come back this year! If you are interested
in participating in the Bake Sale, please contact the office for more
information on how to sign up.

FGMHA Clubhouse
November 11, 2021 • Starts at 4:00 PM

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Salads, and Drinks!
*Fun games, Social Interaction, Music*
Join the community at our new season celebration event FREE to all our members! Please RSVP to the Florence Gardens office at 520-868-4770 no later than
November 1, 2021 to ensure we have enough food for everyone. RSVP can also
be sent to info@fgmha.org please send your name, address, and how many
will be attending.

WHEN: Tuesday, December 7th, 2021
TIME:

Starts at 1:00 PM

COST:

Free for Veterans or $8 a ticket

Will be available to watch via Zoom. A link will be sent with
December Garden Talk.

MONDAYS in the CLUB HOUSE
from 4 PM to 6 PM
We are allowed to bring snacks to share.
REMEMBER—BYOB rules continue to apply.
Contact Claudia Keller for more info 316-250-1267

Come join us for BINGO on Friday nights in the
clubhouse. Cards go on sale at 6 PM and the
game starts at 7 PM.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!
BRING YOUR FRIENDS!

November 17th @ 9 AM
Topic of Discussion
“Compliance”
Meet us in the Clubhouse

We are proud to announce the
November Volunteer of the Month is

Nancy Stanton!
She has been helping with the Friday Night Bingo and Wednesday Night
Dinners. We appreciate her as a volunteer for all the time she donates to
the Florence Gardens community. Thank you, Nancy for all your time,
effort and talents for your community. We sure have noticed all that you
have done.
Have you seen anyone go out of their way to volunteer or help
out? If you’d like to nominate them as a Volunteer of the Month,
please email your nomination to info@fgmha.org.

Do you have a lot in the Florence Gardens
Storage Yard? We have billed for November
1, 2021 through October 31, 2022 and all
payments, agreements and copies of
registrations are due by November 1st 2021.
If you did not receive your new rental storage
lot paperwork, please contact the Florence
Gardens office at 520-868-4770 or you can
email info@fgmha.org
All Payments Are Due By November 1, 2021

We would like to recognize all of
volunteers in Florence Gardens.
Please sign-up when volunteering
in the volunteer books located in
the kitchen, conference room and
front office. We are tracking the
hours of service for the awards
ceremony at the Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon. We will
be tracking hours retro October 1,
2021 and onward.

Step 1: Go to
www.azfoodhandlers.com/
Register3.aspx and register.
Step 2: Complete the 60 minute online food handler
course on any device in English or Spanish
Step 3: Study and take the test for $7.95 – The test is done right
there online and you only need 70% to pass. Retake the test for free
if you don’t pass. It has a place for a CODE, and you'll want to put
in: EFOODVOLUNTEER it will charge you only $5.00 instead of the
$7.95. (We received this information from one of our community
members, and thought we'd pass it along to save everyone a little
money)
Step 4: Print and email or bring in a copy of your Food Handlers License to the Florence Gardens office. The Food Handlers License is
valid for three years in Arizona.

2020 Audit
Presentation
Put on by
Neal at Butler Hansen
WHEN:
TIME:
WHERE:

November 4, 2021
1:00 PM
FGMHA Clubhouse and
via Zoom

We have space in our monthly
publication for additional AD’s.
If you would like additional information to advertise in Florence Gardens, please reach out
to the Florence Gardens Office
at 520-868-4770 or by email at
info@fgmha.org

ATTENTION ALL ATVers:
Dave Dunaway is trying to gather a group of ATVers to go out to Quartzsite and try
to find my husband, George Robinson. If you are interested and would be able to
participate in a search, please call Dave at 208/520-8775. It would be a great help
to me if he was found.
Thank you,
Brigitte Robinson

Please mark your calendars….
The Office will be closed
November 25th & 26th
For the Thanksgiving holiday!

USING BARS AND WATER
WEIGHTS
WHEN: Mon - Fri
TIME:
8:30 AM (Summer)
9:00 AM (Winter)
WHERE: Big Pool

Welcome back! We are looking forward to
being able to get together again to see
previous friends and meet new friends.
Everyone WELCOME.
We meet the 1st Sat. of each month for
regular meetings. The 1st meeting will be
Nov. 6th in the annex at 4:00 PM.
We will be discussing places to go, so bring
your ideas.

Please Join Us!
For more info,
contact

Please bring a snack to share, plates,
silverware & beverage.

Bobbie
Schmisek

If you have any questions you may call
either
Roger & Bobbie Schmisek
520-709-2527
Nancy Matthes

520-709-2527

Everyone Welcome!
WHEN:

Monday - Friday

TIME:

7:30-8:00 AM

WHERE:

Annex

For more information,
contact Carol Byars @
701-367-0572

Come Join US! Men and Women Welcome!

Water Aerobics using Bill Jo’s
“Wet and Wonderful” CD

WHEN: M/T/Th/F
TIME: 10-11 AM
WHERE: Lap Pool
For more information,
Contact Nancy Stanton @
206-979-7175

It is that time of the year that the Snow Birds will be coming for the
winter. Hope all our members had a good summer. We are looking
forward to having some new faces in our group. We make easy to sew
clothes for kids, adult men & women for different organizations in our
community. We also have a request for bibs for the VA home in Tucson.
We are in need of pattern cutters, sergers & pinners. We are also willing
to take any donated fabric {knits work well} that may be left over from
your projects, or thread.
We will begin the 1st Monday in November
WHEN:
Mondays
TIME:
12:30 - 4 PM
WHERE: Craft Room
For more information , contact
Shirley Callahan @ 907-223-5199.

As fall approaches, a lot of us can’t help but be thinking about AZ and all our AZ 4WHEELING FRIENDS!
Praying that COVID obstacles don’t interfere, plans are underway for monthly gatherings including visiting
with friends we’ve missed being with and that great assortment of wonderful food we had to live without last
year. Monthly meetings are set for the first Tuesday of the month, November through March. Please note
this has changed from previous years to not conflict with other popular functions. Happy hour will be at 4:00,
followed by a meeting about 4:45 and then dinner. Great people have stepped up to organize these. They are
greatly appreciated and we want to help them in any way we can.
If we want to become a “club” again, we need volunteers for officers. I have volunteered to be treasurer and
Terry Czichotzki to be vice president. We also need an updated list of all of us. Please bring to the potluck a
paper with: NAMES, PHONE NUMBERS, AZ ADDRESS, AND EMAIL ADDRESS. I think it
would be helpful to have only one email per family if possible. Please invite any
interested friends as THE MORE THE MERRIER. Please bring your thoughts about
organizing as a club if that’s what we want, ideas for special rides and meetings, and
let’s think about ways to keep us all safe out there and take care of our wonderful
AZ playground. We pray for good health and safe travels.
~Jan Quade

Please Join Us!
Come Join Us For The Card

We will be resuming Euchre on
Saturday, Nov. 6th
at the Annex.
Questions?
Please call Linda Fierst
@ 218-838-8791

Thursdays at 1:00 PM
in the Annex
Have Questions? Please call
Sandy Burrow: 480-688-6732
Nancy Stanton: 206-979-7175
Or Dana Jefferson: 520-631-0208

Game “65”
We meet every Wednesday at
1:00 pm in the Annex
Bring $1.30 in Quarters,
Dimes & Nickels
Have Questions? Please call
Sandy Burrow: 480-688-6732
Nancy Stanton: 206-979-7175
Or Dana Jefferson: 520-631-0208

Come out and join us for
Bunco on Monday’s @
6:30 PM.
If you are interested in playing,
please call Mary James at
360-790-7971.

*

Contacts:
Jon Fleischer 814-547-4817
Bill Tingerthal 612-710-8776
*Schedule subject to change depending on
road, weather and other conditions.
**Share park fees
***Donations for rides (miles as listed
above):
1-25 miles $4.00, 26-49 miles $5.00, 50+
miles $6.00

Meet at Caliente Clubhouse by 8:00 AM. Bring lunch or snack and plenty of water. Wear comfortable shoes and clothing.
Note: Hiking, climbing and all outdoor activities are inherently dangerous. It is the participant’s responsibility to obtain the skills and abilities to pursue our hikes.

Whether you are experienced or interested in learning
how to make a beaded project, plan on keeping
Thursday’s from 1:00 to 3:00 open to get together at
the annex craft room (southwest corner of the
building). If you are experienced, bring your project
along. If you are interested in learning, you do not
need to bring anything with you to get started. We
will share our ideas and help anyone who wants help.
Our first get together will be November 11th.
Contact Renie at reniemaac@hotmail.com
or 203-231-2822

KNITTING,
CROCHET, AND
EMBROIDERY

Florence Garden
Gourding Group
The Gourding Group meets on
Wednesdays from 8:30 a.m. to 12
noon in the annex. The first meeting
is November 17th. Anyone interested
in learning about our projects is
welcome. You may get some new
ideas for Christmas gifts.
Questions? Call Peggy Waterman
208 301 1066

The Knitting, Crochet and Embroidery group
will begin meeting on Thursday afternoon,
November 4, 2021, between 12:30 and 3:00 in
the Clubhouse Craft Room. We are an informal
group that welcomes anyone who likes to do
handwork with needle and yarn or thread:
knitting, crochet, stamped and counted cross
stitch, tatting, needlepoint, etc. This is a nice
way to set aside a specific time to enjoy your
craft. We do not teach classes but we are
willing to share our passion and our
knowledge.
Betty Sayne
513-578-5924
“I’m retired. My job is to
collect yarn.”

500 PLAYERS
500 card games will start
On Sunday evenings at 6:30
at the Annex.
Please call Al Dallman at 715-267-6521 (and
leave a voicemail) if you wish to brush up on
your game.

We hope to see you soon!

WOOD CARVING
CLUB
Spades will resume on Friday,
November 5th at 7 PM in the
annex. Everyone welcome!
Questions? Call Pam
520-431-2078

Wood Carving Club meets Tuesdays &
Thursdays at 8 AM until 12 PM in the
annex. Beginners are welcome and our
members are ready to help get you
started. Come and join us for our last Fall
Carving Club November 2nd.
Clyde Waterman
208-310-1128

HEADSTART ANGEL TREE
Would you enjoy buying a gift for a Florence Headstart Child?
We will be decorating a tree in the Annex towards the end of November.
There
will be an Angel for each child.
These children are preschool. Take an Angel, buy
and wrap the gift for the child. Attach the Angel to
the gift and return the gift to the office or one of us
listed below. The Angel will have information about
the child.
Thank you!
Carol Byars 3717 SD

December 7, 1941, a “Day of Infamy” President Roosevelt said. To commemorate this day in
history, we are having the S.R. Big Band come to Florence Gardens and play a tribute concert. We
will honor the memory of the members of the military that were serving at that time, and also
honor all of our vets from all branches of the military from USA and Canada. The concert will be
in the ballroom at 1 PM on Tuesday, December 7. Veterans will be admitted free, others can buy a ticket for
$8. In addition to honoring our veterans, the band will play a couple of Christmas songs (since it is December),
and a few big band charts as sung by Frank Sinatra, Michael Buble’ and others. The S.R. Big Band is made up of 18
musicians including two singers, mostly from the Mesa area. Their director is Ron Hylland, a resident of Florence
Gardens.
Dear Friends, what a great place Florence Gardens is, and what makes it great is the people. I want to thank all my
friends, neighbors, everybody, who have been so good to me and comforted me during my ordeal
with my missing husband, George. You have definitely helped me get through the worst of it with
your prayers, thoughtfulness, food, advice, and keeping me company. I appreciate it so
much! You are the best! Thank you from the bottom of my heart and may God reward you with
his blessings.
Brigitte Robinson

November Reminder for Annual Meeting in February 2022
If you want to participate in the baby picture contest, REMEMBER to pack your
baby picture or a copy of it in the "stuff" to bring to your FGMHA winter home
in the sun!

CREATIVE CRAFTS
I am so excited to be welcoming you all back to our crafts class this year. Our season is from Dec. 1 st to March
31st. We meet in the craft room each Wed. from 1pm to 3pm. Cost ranges from $1 to $4 per craft. The class is
open to new crafters with a capacity of 12 members. Please call me if you would like to join this fun group of
gals. We are a beginning group so “no skills” are needed. Just come and have fun with us.
Dec. 1st

Totes

Dec. 8th

Lighted Wine Bottles $3

$1

You will need to bring your own clear bottle. Please have the labels removed and bottle clean.
Dec. 15th

Light bulb Snowman $2

Dec. 22

No class/Potluck Social in the craft room. Please bring a snack or dessert to share.

Dec. 29

Yarn Octopus

$1 Please bring your own full skein of inexpensive Yarn

HELP NEEDED
The Craft Class could use your help.
If you have any corks saved that you
have no use for we can use them.
We also need clear wine bottles. I
can pick them up from your home of
you can drop them off in the craft
room. Your help is appreciated.
Thank you.
Rossann Sodon
253-370- 8502

FOOD AND FUN EVENT
Dance-Eat-Enjoy
At the Annex
Starts Tuesday, December 14th, 5:00 gather and eat at 5:30.
Bring a large dish to pass and your own table service. Entertainment will start around 6:00
PM. You are welcome to come to just enjoy the music. Coffee will be provided.
There will be a tip jar.
Questions? Call Al or Linda 715-267-6521

Tai Chi Class

Anyone who is interested in
continuing with our Tai Chi Class
Please call Jean Borstad at
520-841-1452.

Come and join us, Thursday Nights at 6:30
PM in the Annex to play Wizard. This is a
card game that is easy to learn.
Cost is $.50
Everyone Is Welcome!
Contact Carol Byars @
701-367-0572 for more info.

Begin Sunday - November 7, 8:45 am

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Residents who need help in getting something lifted and moved are invited to
contact Mike Shevock at 603-531-3320. He has organized a team of volunteers
who are sometimes good at that. We are not commercial or professional movers,
which means we are not insured, bonded, trained, compensated or even healthy.
We are old men with bad backs who are hard of hearing but are still happy to help
our neighbors when something reasonably fits into the window of what we can
safely accomplish. The lifting team of Neighbors Helping Neighbors is still in
business, though most of the team is out of town until things cool down.

SUN

MON
1

TUE
2

Arc Meeting 9 AM Activities
Happy Hour 4-6
PM

Committee
8:30 AM

WED
3

THUR
4

FRI

SAT

5

6

Doc Committee 9
AM

Welcome
committee 9 AM

Coffee & Donuts
7 AM

Strategic
Planning 10:30
AM

Nominating
Committee 10 AM
BINGO 7 PM

Happy Hour 4 PM
Dinner 5 PM

7

8

9

Arc Meeting 9 AM
Happy Hour 4-6
PM

10

11

Town Hall/Board
of Directors
Meeting 10 AM

New Season
BINGO 7 PM
Celebration 4 PM

Happy Hour 4 PM

12

13
Coffee & Donuts
7 AM

VETERAN’S DAY

Dinner 5 PM

14

15

16

Arc Meeting 9 AM
Happy Hour 4-6
PM

17

18

19

20

Coffee & Donuts
w/ Manager 9 AM

Welcome
Committee 9 AM

Coffee & Donuts
7 AM

Doc Committee 9
AM

BINGO 7 PM

Strategic
Planning 10:30
AM
Happy Hour 4 PM
Dinner 5 PM

21

22

23

24

Arc Meeting 9 AM

Happy Hour 4 PM

Board of
Directors Meeting
10 AM

Dinner 5 PM

25

Finance
Committee 11 AM
Happy Hour 4-6
PM

28

29
Arc Meeting 9 AM
Happy Hour 4-6
PM

THANKSGIVING

30

26

27

BINGO 7 PM

Coffee & Donuts
7 AM

