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208-841-0544
208-941-6035
360-708-3117
509-429-4756
608-606-4094
402-843-6550
316-250-1267

July President’s Letter

Dear Members,
Are you warm enough????!!!!!??? It’s now July; however, June brought unseasonably warm weather
around the country, but especially in Arizona. Even our mountain retreat in Eagar, AZ has been way too
warm. As I write this, we’re all looking forward to actually experiencing the monsoonal season, especially
the badly needed rain. Please keep rain in your prayers. Unfortunately, the heat has brought some horrific
wildfires. Please be careful!
Members remaining in residence in Florence Gardens have been making use of our lovely pools. We
appreciate everyone striving to comply with the rules. However, we continue to have a problem, and we
need your help with this. A few years ago, our insurance carrier and our attorneys advised us to cease
offering social memberships to individuals in surrounding communities as this causes liability for our
association, and we run the risk that our pool could be considered a public pool. If this were to happen, we
would be faced with great expense to make the pool completely ADA compliant, a cost that could result in a
special assessment to members. Discontinuation of social memberships was a disappointment to those
who purchased them, and to our members who are friends with those who held the social memberships.
As a result, there have been individuals in other communities who have “cheated” in order to use our pool
facilities. The cheating involves getting members to say that they rent their homes to them in order to get
the individual a key to the pool; asking members to invite them to be their guest at the pool so that they
can use it as they wish; and finally to ask members to sell them a vacant lot at a ridiculously low price with
the caveat that when they no longer wish to use the pool or move, they will sell the property back to the
former owner at the same price. As a result, your board has been forced to tighten our rules. Renters must
physically occupy the residence that they “say they are renting.” If a member says that they are renting
their property to another, they must have a rental agreement. Once that agreement is executed, the renter
then has access to our common area, and the homeowners relinquishes their ability to use the common
areas for that address (this is not a new rule). Guests generally visit at your home for a limited span of time,
and our association is happy to allow your guests to register at the office and receive a guest pass and
identification badge that will grant them access to our common areas. We’re aware, that Individuals from
other communities have asked our members to get them a guest pass in order to use our pools. Nonresident “guests” can be issued a pass, and an identification badge, for two weeks; however, members are
responsible for the actions of their guest(s). It has been reported that at least one “renter/guest” has been
accused of bullying and disrespectful behavior to actual residents who wish to use our pool. If you are a
member who is helping a non-resident to gain regular access to our pools by getting them a guest pass, you
run the risk that your access card could be deactivated if the “guest” does not comply with our rules and
regulations or who is disrespectful to others. Guest passes from multiple owners for the same individual, in
order to circumvent the rules, will not be granted.
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Our liability continues when we condone these action, and you may also be liable if you help a non-resident
to gain non-sanctioned access to our facilities. Of course, it is none of our business if you choose to sell
your vacant lot to another at a very low price so that they can access the pool. However, it is worth noting,
current market value of FGMHA lots is in the $20,000 - $25,000 range. Please remember, our common
areas are for the use of our members—not for the regular use of others who have not made an investment
in our community. We trust that you understand the predicament that is placed on our association and on
our staff by these types of actions, and that you won’t help non-members of our association to circumvent
the system. Thank you for understanding, and for helping with this problem.

Last month, I asked you not to use rafts in our pools as we have had a significant number of complaints
from other pool users who say that they have been bumped or that they don’t have space to move about
in. At this point, the board has deferred any action, pending further investigation and definition of the
floaties (rafts). We are aware that there are strong feelings on both sides of this issue. At this time, I
respectfully urge all to use common sense and courtesy to others. If the pool is busy, perhaps it would be
best to not use your raft out of courtesy to others.
On a lighter note, the Veteran’s Wall is now complete with photos, service flags and a missing person’s
table. Thanks to Kathy Dunkel, David Donohew, FGMHA staff, and to all of the volunteers who worked to
make our Veteran’s Wall a source of pride. The front entry way has been re-painted and decorated, and it
looks inviting and wonderful.
At the June board meeting, the FGMHA Board approved the following in addition to conducting routine
business: purchase of a new snooker table for the pool room; initiation of an Ad Hoc Committee to
evaluate the need to repaint the club house, evaluate the lighting, and consider replacing the stage curtains
or propose an alternative; and the sale of the extra rock saw for $1500.00.
The board approved extending pool hours to 11:00 PM all year round. Prior hours were 8:00 AM to 10:00
PM in the summer and 8:00 AM to 9:00 in the summer. Some members asked us to open the pool at 7:00
AM. We denied that request as there needs to be a specific period of time after the pool has been treated
until individuals can safely enter the pool.
We have been conducting our board meetings in a dual format with board and FGMHA members attending
in person or on ZOOM. Since ZOOM was designed to host meetings virtually, we’ve had problems merging
the two, specifically related to sound. I’ve heard members say that our new sound systems isn’t working. I
assure you that the system works well in the clubhouse; however, we continue to get echoing and distorted
sound when we try to use it with ZOOM. We’re looking for solutions to the problems, and have made a
tiny bit of progress. We will continue to search for solutions so that all attendees, regardless of whether
attending in person or via ZOOM are able to adequately hear what is being said. I respectfully ask for your
patience and support until the problem can be resolved.
I wish you a safe and happy Fourth of July Holiday!
Sharon Lee
President, FGMHA Board of Directors
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Community Manager message
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Financials
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Financials
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Veteran’s Wall of Honor
As many of you know, the Veteran’s wall was once in the lobby of the clubhouse. The pictures over time,
began to drop and the sound of broken glass filled the lobby. The thought was put into action that we
should build a new Veteran’s wall display. A Veteran’s Wall Ad-Hock committee was formed and they diligently worked hard together to come up with a display for all the Veteran’s pictures with some room for
growth as the community of Florence Gardens has grown. We’ve moved it into the main clubhouse for all
to see, that visit Florence Gardens. We would like to give special thanks to all the committee members,
staff, and volunteers that dedicated their time and efforts to our beautiful display that honors those that
served on our behalf.

The Missing Man Table

Volunteers putting up the Veteran’s Wall

One frame at a time the
Veteran’s Wall comes to life.

Florence Gardens Veteran’s Wall
12

Board of Directors Meeting Dates
2021-2022
July 28
August 25
September 22
October 13 & 27
November 10 & 22
December 8 & 20
January 12 & 26, 2022
February 4 & 18, 2022
Annual Meeting is February 8, 2022

Shared Dish
July 5th 4-6 pm

July 14th 4-6 pm

July 21st 4-6 pm
July 28th 4-6 pm
Come on out to shared dish and
join in on the fun and meet new
people & mingle with friends.
Please be sure to bring your own
utensils, plates, and a dish to
share for 8 to 10 people. We meet
in the clubhouse.
MEMBER GUESTS
ARE
WELCOME TO ATTEND!
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Exercise

Name Badge
Members and renters are encouraged to wear
their name badges when using the clubhouse,
other recreation facilities, and at all group
functions.
All persons using the pool area are required to
have their FGMHA name badge or guest badge
in their possession. Blue badges indicate
renters/residents. White badges indicate
owners. If you have not registered, please come
into the office, to register. Name badges can be
purchased in the office.

We meet for 30 minutes 5 days a
week at 7:30 am. in the Annex.
Everyone is welcome.

Thank you,
Management

SLOW DOWN
There have been many complaints in regards to
speeding, not coming to a complete stop at stop
signs, not stopping and looking both ways before
backing out of driveways. The speed limit throughout
the community is 25 mph.
Please do not exceed the speed limit, make sure to a
complete stop at stop signs, watch for walkers,
cyclists, golf carts & pets.
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FRIDAY, JULY 30th

Freedom makes a huge requirement of
every human being. With freedom comes
responsibility.” — Eleanor Roosevelt

NEIGHBORS AVAILABLE TO LIFT THINGS
OR DO WHATEVER
Some returning neighbors might not be aware of the unofficial initiative that kicked off a few months
ago, ‘Neighbors Helping Neighbors’. If any resident needs help lifting or moving something, you can call
Mike Shevock at 603-531-3320. This is not a service of the HOA. The volunteers are not insured, bonded,
trained, skilled or compensated. They are not carpenters or handymen; they just lift things. This is just a
convenient method of getting a couple friends to show up at your door to provide hands that pick things up
and put them down. The initial response has been better than expected, and we hope to keep it going.
We’d like to expand the concept of Neighbors Helping Neighbors to form an informal support group
for neighbors who have suffered a loss. Anyone who might be interested in participating in such a group is
invited to call Mike at the number listed above.

Florence Gardens Office Holiday Schedule 2021
The Florence Gardens office will be closed the
following dates in observance of the holidays in 2021.
Monday July 5, 2021—Independence Day
Monday September 6, 2021– Labor Day
Thursday November 25, 2021 &
Friday November 26, 2021—Thanksgiving
Friday December 24, 2021—Christmas
Friday December 31, 2021—New Years
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Come on out and join us for
Bunco on Monday’s @ 6:30.
If you are interested in
playing please call Mary
James at 360-790-7971.

“Good, better, best. Never let it rest. 'Til
your good is better and your better is best.”
~ St. Jerome

Coffee and Donuts

WIZARD

with the Manager
July 15th @ 9:00 AM
Main Topic Of
Discussion

Come and join us, Thursday
Nights at 6:30 p.m. in the
Annex to play Wizard.

“Questions &
Answers”

This is a card game that is
easy to learn.

$1.00

Cost is $.50
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Frank Larson,
longtime winter
resident of
Florence Gardens,
passed away on June 16, 2021 in
Minnesota. Frank was known for making
the boards for the marble game.

John Bishop, a resident here at Florence
Gardens, passed away on June 19, 2021, he
lived at 3711 N. North Dakota Ave.

Condolences maybe sent to his wife

Condolences may be sent to his wife

Debra Bishop

Marian Larson—23829 Farm to Market
Road, Sturgeon Lake, Minnesota 55783.

3711 N North Dakota Ave.
Florence, AZ 85132.
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We would like to announce that our July Volunteer of the Month is, Mary Ann Keaveney. She was nominated by Judy
Parsons, and we couldn’t agree more that she is the perfect candidate for this months Volunteer of the Month.
She took on the job of upgrading the room divider near the media and conference rooms. It had been utilized for
committee charters and committee member listings as well as other announcements for several years.
It was a wood structure so items had to be taped and it looked bad. Because of Covid 19 during 2020, she was not able to
work on the divider in the building. She purchased the cork background and other materials and refurbished it at her
home. David took it back to the clubhouse and the color background and Committee Charters and Coordinator Job
Descriptions were put in place. Other items were added to encourage people to look at the area. In the hopes that
someone would read a description of a committee or coordinator activity and decide to help, a space was included for
the "Application for Committee Membership" form.
Mary Ann helps in many areas at Florence Gardens and spends many hours volunteering of her time and ideas. We are
delighted to have her as a volunteer for the Florence Gardens Community. Special thanks Mary Ann for your time, your
talents, your knowledge and hard work. We sure do appreciate you!
Have you seen someone out there, go above and beyond to help another person by volunteering themselves? No task is
too big or too small to get recognized. We invite you to nominate next months, Volunteer of the Month, by submitting a
nomination form, which can be picked up at the office or emailed to you by request. Help us show appreciation towards
our volunteers, as they work hard to contribute to Florence Gardens.
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Come join us (men and women) for

Water Aerobics
Using Billy Jo’s “Wet and Wonderful” CD.
M/T/Th/F
10:00 - 11:-00 AM

Making a change to your
property? Please be sure to
get approval from the
architectural committee to
ensure the changes conform
to the standards set by the
CC&Rs and Section A of the
Rules and Regulations.

Lap Pool
Call Nancy Stanton 206-979-7175

Please pick up after your dog—
even small dogs leave messes!
Dogs must be on a leash when
off your property. If your dog
can’t be trusted to stay on your
property, then it must be on a
leash.
Thank you!

Architectural Committee
Meetings Schedule

Florence Schools
At the front office there is a small blue drop bin
at the window counter for old Box Tops, new
scannable Box Tops with receipts, Coke product
plastic caps, & the flaps on 12 and 24 packs of
COKE products for Florence K-8 School & Soda
Can Tabs for the Vets. These are extra fun and
activity funds for the kids that aren't in the
school budget.

2021-2022:

July 19
August 16
September 20
October 4, 11, 18, 25
November 1, 8, 15, 22,29

If you have any of these you’d like to donate
please come down and drop them in!

December 6, 13, 20, 27

*THEY ARE NO LONGER COLLECTING CAMPBELL’S LABELS*

January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
February 7, 14, 21, 28
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Churches In The Area
Central Community Church of God

Assumption of Mary Catholic Community

596 W Vah Ki Inn Rd. Coolidge

221 E. 8th St., Florence

Pastor Larry Rice

Rev. Jose Maria Corvera Saturday Mass 5:00 pm

Sunday Service 10:00 am

Sunday Mass 7:30 am and 9:30 am

Wednesday Service 7:00 pm

(Dec. - Apr.) 7:30 am, 9:30 am, and 11:00 am

Florence First Assembly of God

(May - Nov.) 7:30 am and 9:30 am

South of the “Y”, Florence

Holy Day Mass - check with church for times

868-4221

868-5940

Rev. Steve Williams

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church

Sunday School 9:30 am

800 W. Vah Ki Inn Rd., Coolidge

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 am

723-3845 The Fr. Philip Stowell

Sunday Evening Worship 6:30 pm

Sunday School 9:00 am/ Church Services 10:00 am

Calvary Chapel

Christ Lutheran Church

2060 E.Coolidge Ave, Coolidge 723-7047

615 Vah Ki Inn Rd., Coolidge

Pastor Eric Kluth

Pastor William Carney

Sunday Service 10:00 am

Service at 9:00 am Sunday

6 pm only in Spanish

Gila River Chapel Church

Wednesday Service 7:00 pm

Services in Caliente Clubhouse

Union Baptist Church

Begin Sunday—November 3rd, 8:45 am

640 E. 1st St. (at Phoenix St.),

Spirit of Joy United Methodist Church

Florence (also PO Box 2865) 868-4772

392 W. Roosevelt Ave., Coolidge

Pastor Donald Woolridge, 520-560-9159

Rev. Tracy Perry

Sunday School 10:30 am

First Southern Baptist Church of Florence

Sunday Service 11:00 am

355 S Main Street, Florence

Florence Baptist Church

Pastor Justin Warren

30 N. Willow, Florence

Tuesday: Ladies Bible Study 9:30 am

868-1728

723-7428

602-619-0233

Sunday Services 9:30 am

858-663-4439

Pastor Dale Storm

Thursday Morning: 9:00-9:30 coffee and donuts Bible Study

Sunday School 9:00 am

Sunday School 10:15 am

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 am

Sunday: 9 am Traditional Services & 11:15 Contemporary Service

Sunday Evening Worship and Praise 6:00 pm

Multi-Denominational Services

Wednesday Prayer and Bible Study 6:00 pm

5 miles south of Florence on Hwy 79

www.florencebaptistchurch.com

Ministering: Richard and Deborah Murphy

First Presbyterian Church

Sunday Services 9:30 am

225 E Butte Ave., Florence

868-5634

Christ the Victor Lutheran Church

Rev. John Johnson

1 mile East of Hunt Highway on Arizona Farms Road

Worship Services 9:00 am

In the former 84 Lumber Complex.

Fellowship time to follow

Sunday Service 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

Pastor Bruce Lerum Phone: 520-723-4220

(First Ward)

Email: christthevictor.net

Office Phone

868-4048

85 W Van Haren Ave., Florence, AZ 85132

Fairhaven Baptist Church

(1st building just south of the Florence High School

7886 E. Highway 287, Coolidge

Bishop: Joe Coffey

775-443-7413

Pastor Jeff Gatten 723-1837

First Counselor: David Cluff

520-518-0609

Classes for all ages @10:00 am

Second Counselor: Ben Cook

480-202-2180

Morning Service @ 11:00 am

Sunday Sacrament Meeting

10:30 am

Sunday School & Primary Meeting

11:30 am

Evening Service @ 5:30 pm
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Wednesday Evening Service @ 7:00 pm
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3Saturday

Happy

Birthday
Canada

4

5

Share-A-

6

Dish 4-6 pm.

12

13

20

Coffee 7 am
8 am

14

15

Donuts
with the
Manager
9am

21Strategic 22

16

Arch.
Committee
Mtg. 9am

17Saturday
Coffee 7 am
Announcements

8 am

23

Planning
Via Zoom @
10:30 am

4-6 pm.

26

10Saturday
Announcements

Share-A-Dish
4-6 pm.

Happy Hour

25

9

9 –11 am

4-6 pm.

19

8 am

Committee
Meeting

Happy Hour

18

8

Announcements

Docs

Office
Closed!
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7

Coffee 7 am

24Saturday
Coffee 7 am
Announcements

8 am

Share-A-Dish
4-6 pm.

27

28

29

Happy Hour
4-6 pm.

Share-A-Dish
4-6 pm.

Finance Mtg.
11 am.

Board Mtg
10:00 am.
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30

31Saturday
Coffee 7 am
Announcements

8 am

