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Please submit articles directly
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or by email to
INFO@fgmha.org

President
Sharon Lee
Sharon.l@fgmha.org
Vice President
Nick Treinen
njtreinen@gmail.com
Treasurer
Bill Rimmer
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Secretary
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Director
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Director
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Cherylle.a@fgmha.org
Director
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208-841-0544
208-941-6035
360-708-3117
509-429-4756
608-606-4094
402-843-6550
316-250-1267

President’s Letter, June 2021 Garden Talk
Dear Members,
Summer has arrived! And with it comes the heat and increased use of our swimming pools.
Grandchildren may be coming to visit, and, of course, they love to use “Grandma and
Grandpa’s swimming pool. From May 15 through September, children, age 4 and over, are
allowed to be at the pool from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. This is a long-standing rule of FGMHA.
Of course, they must be under supervision at all times which means that their parents may
be present as guests unless the grandparents are supervising. At times, there will be guests
without children. The topic of my letter this month is Pool Etiquette.
Pool Etiquette is NOT a topic that I really want to address; but address it I must in view of
the fact that other than complaints about being cited for weeds, treatment of guests and
new members by established members is the largest complaint that our staff and your board
receive. I realize that there are times that the rules may not be observed as posted. When
that happens, I’m asking you to report the rule infraction our staff at the office. If it is during
working hours, they will come to the pool and speak to the offender(s). If it is after hours or
on the weekend, please report the infraction on the next business day, and our staff will
review the video and the card reader to determine who the offender is; and they will contact
them to explain the rules, asking them to comply. PLEASE do NOT police the pool! While I’m
sure it is never the intent, members who police the pool come across as harassing or
bullying, causing hard feelings in those being policed, and complaints to the office or to
board members about members exhibiting bullying or harassing behaviors. Members and
guests are asked to bring their name tags with them to the pool. We realize that wearing the
tags on swimming suits isn’t practical, please place them so that they can be easily seen.
While we have a nice recreation pool, it isn’t large enough for you to bring a raft into the
pool without infringing on another member or guest’s ability to also enjoy the pool. Pool
noodles or swim wings are perfectly acceptable, providing they don’t cause discomfort to
another person using the pool.
The lap pool should not be used as a recreation pool as this pool is frequently used by
members who swim laps for exercise. Children under 14 are not allowed in the lap pool.
Food is not allowed at the pool; however, beverages in plastic containers are permissible.
You are reminded that alcoholic beverages come under the “Bring Your Own Bottle” rules as
mandated by the State of Arizona, and they cannot be brought to the pool and consumed
prior to 4:00 PM. Of course, the amount of alcohol is also regulated, and those rules are
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posted in a visible location. Please do not violate these rules or allow your guests at the pool
to violate them as it could result in the State of Arizona removing our ability to have BYOB
events in our common areas. To do so, would violate the rights of other members of our
association.
It’s been reported that members in the pool have told members wishing to use the pool that
they can’t come in because there isn’t room in the pool for any more people. We don’t have
a limit on the number of people that can be in the pool at any one time. Therefore, it is
incorrect to prohibit someone from accessing the pool.”
Finally, the rule on children under 3 using the pool is long-standing. While it is rumored that
the Town of Florence prohibits children under 3 from using the pool because we don’t have a
lifeguard on duty, that rumor cannot be verified. Neither the Town of Florence nor Pinal
County has any such regulation. My best guess is that the reason is that children under age 4
are often not toilet trained (I understand that that is due to the use of disposable diapers
that keep the child from feeling uncomfortable). I also understand that they now make swim
pants that prohibit human waste from escaping into the pool. I have no idea of how effective
they are, but at this point that discussion is mute because the approved rules prohibit
children under 3 from getting into the pool. If members wish that rule to be changed, then it
should be proposed to the board who will bring it before the membership for discussion. I
feel fairly certain that there will be strong feelings on both sides of the issue, but your board
is willing to facilitate that discussion if a change of rules is proposed.
Thank you for reading this letter that I really didn’t want to write. Hopefully, it clarifies rules
and brings issues to the surface so that we can have harmony at the swimming pools.
Sharon Lee
President, FGMHA Board of Directors
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Bits & Pieces for June 2021 Garden Whisper
Here are those “naggy” reminders for June.Stop at stop signs.
Walk facing traffic.
Ride your bikes with traffic.
Pay attention to the speed limit
Wear something reflective if you walk early or later in the day. It might be you that you save from an accident.
Pay attention to the area around you – snakes are out and about.
Keep your dogs on a leash and pick up the “poop” even if your baby is little.
Yes, coyote “scat” or poop is different than dog poop.
Stay in touch, be sure you have a current e-mail listed with the office. If you do not receive those e-mail blasts from HOAMCO
Community Updates (food donations, lost items, death notices, etc.) be sure to stop at the office to check what you need to do.
Join a committee, visit the www.fgmha.com website, attend Zoom meetings if not here to participate in person, check out the
kiosks and enjoy our world. The desert is a beautiful place, appreciate the natural flora and vegetation. Arizona native flora and
vegetation have a much better chance of making it through the hot summers with little water and care. .
If you are staying and it is your first summer here, there is a lot to do in this geographic area and the mountains are only 3 hours
away.
If you are leaving soon, drive safe and stay safe and healthy!
Submitted by Judy Parsons, 520-975-4120

DOCUMENTS COMMITTEE REQUESTS NEW MEMBERS
June 2021 Garden Whisper: The Documents Committee has been meeting Thursdays from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. The schedule for using the conference room has been turned in to the office. Only
one meeting has been scheduled for June and it is Wednesday, June 9 at 9 a.m. The agenda and
any other meetings will depend on the May 26 Board Meeting. The June 9 meeting agenda will be
posted first part of June.
This committee has met using conference calls for over 4 years so we are not new to this process.
If you want to add something to the discussion, please contact me ahead of time. We can get you
in on the conversation. It is via cell phone, not Zoom.
IF you are thinking about joining this Committee, fill out an Application for Committee Membership
form which is in the office lobby, leave it at the office or drop it off at my house. The standing
committee members are reappointed every year after the Annual Meeting, and additional members
may be added at any time. We need more input from members.
Will YOU accept the challenge at least through February or March 2022?
Current members are: Walt Blum, Mary Ann Keaveney, Betty Sayne and Judy Parsons.
Submitted by Judy Parsons, Committee Chair and Secretary
3815 N Kansas; Email: judydennisp@gmail, Verizon cell 520-975-4120
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WELCOMING COMMITTEE
Submitted by Judy Parsons, Committee Chair
Verizon cell: 520-975-4120
3815 N. Kansas
e-mail: judydennisp@gmail.com
June 2021 Garden Whisper. The Welcoming Committee article did not make the May Garden Whisper
so this is “old” news. The committee had a meeting Friday, April 16 with 6 members attending and one
via cell phone. The goal was to review the list and see how many of our new residents, we would be
able to contact In April and May.
Only three of the current nine members actually live here year round and attended the May 7 meeting.
We are actively recruiting two to three new members so we can be ready by November to continue
contacting newer residents.
If you are interested in giving this committee a try, NOW is the time. During the season from
November to April, we typically meet twice a month, starting with the 3rd Friday in October and ending
with the 1st Friday in May.
I have some names of interested people and you may already have heard from me by the time this
May Garden Whisper is published. If I have your Application for Committee Membership, I will get it on
the board agenda this summer. Complete the form which can be found in the office lobby and leave it
at the office or drop it off at my house. IF you already have left and this appeals to you, please e-mail
me or text me.
Thank you for thinking about joining the Welcoming Committee. Again, stay happy, healthy and safe
throughout this continuing challenging situation. We are looking forward to a much more active normal
2021-2022 season.

This month we couldn’t choose just one person for Volunteer of the Month. Bev Oveson
nominated, those volunteers that work for Stitches for kids, and we couldn’t agree with
her more that these ladies work hard! A big thanks goes out to Shirley Callahan, Jeri
Crawford, Nancy Matthes, Lucy Mueller and Linda Stewart who have diligently worked
hard through the Covid pandemic as well as the present to provide clothing, blankets and
various other things for children in need. They’ve spent countless hours volunteering
and we would like to recognize their hard work, efforts and time! Way to go ladies!
Have you seen someone out there, go above and beyond to help another person by
volunteering themselves? No task is too big or too small to get recognized. We invite
you to nominate next months, Volunteer of the Month, by submitting a nomination form,
which can be picked up at the office or emailed to you by request. Help us show
appreciation towards our volunteers, as they work hard to contribute to Florence
Gardens.
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Thank you for taking the time and being
willing to donate your time to volunteering.
Please return this form to the office, or scan
and email it to info@fgmha.org
Thank you!
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NEIGHBORS AVAILABLE TO LIFT THINGS
OR DO WHATEVER
Some returning neighbors might not be aware of the unofficial initiative that kicked off a few months
ago, ‘Neighbors Helping Neighbors’. If any resident needs help lifting or moving something, you can call
Mike Shevock at 603-531-3320. This is not a service of the HOA. The volunteers are not insured, bonded,
trained, skilled or compensated. They are not carpenters or handymen; they just lift things. This is just a
convenient method of getting a couple friends to show up at your door to provide hands that pick things up
and put them down. The initial response has been better than expected, and we hope to keep it going.
We’d like to expand the concept of Neighbors Helping Neighbors to form an informal support group
for neighbors who have suffered a loss. Anyone who might be interested in participating in such a group is
invited to call Mike at the number listed above.
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Name Badge
Members and renters are encouraged to
wear their name badges when using the
clubhouse, other recreation facilities, and at
all group functions.
All persons using the pool area are required
to have their FGMHA name badge or guest
badge in their possession. Blue badges
indicate renters/residents. White badges
indicate owners. If you have not registered,
please come into the office, to register.
Name badges can be purchased in the office.

Dez Burrito Company will be returning by
popular demand to Florence Gardens on June
29th between 4:00 PM to 6:30 PM.
With outstanding reviews from our Florence
Gardens Community, we asked them to make a
return. Please come on out and support this
truck. We are grateful for this booking during
the hard summer months.

Thank you,
Management

Board of Directors Meeting Dates

Coffee and Donuts

2021-2022

with the Manager

June 23

June 10th @ 9:00 AM

July 28

Main Topic Of
Discussion

August 25
September 22

“Questions &
Answers”

October 13 & 27
November 10 & 22

$1.00

December 8 & 20
January 12 & 26, 2022
February 4 & 18, 2022
Annual Meeting is February 8, 2022
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Exercise

We meet for 30 minutes 5 days a
week at 7:30 am. in the Annex.
Everyone is welcome.

SLOW DOWN
There have been many complaints in regards to
speeding, not coming to a complete stop at stop
signs, not stopping and looking both ways before
backing out of driveways. The speed limit throughout
the community is 25 mph.
Please do not exceed the speed limit, make sure to a
complete stop at stop signs, watch for walkers,
cyclists, golf carts & pets.

If you’d like to receive updates
of when flags should be
displayed at half-staffed, visit:
http://az.gov/half-staffnotices all you need to do is
register your email to get the
most up to date information.
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Shared Dish
Cards “65”
We meet every Wednesday at
1 pm for “65”

Come on out every Wednesday between
4 pm-6 pm in the Club House and bring a
shared dish, and your own plates and
utensils. It’s a great opportunity to visit with
friends and meet new people.
For Questions, contact Linda Rimmer @ 360
-421-1146.

Please reach out to Sandy
Burrows if you have questions.
You need to come with $1.30
in Quarters, Dimes and Nickels

Happy Hour at 4 pm/Dinner at 5 pm.

We will also meet for shared dishes on ,
4th Of July and Labor Day!
Member Guests are welcome to attend!

Hand & Foot
Thursday at 1 pm Hand and Foot In
the Annex.

HAPPY HOUR
HAPPY HOUR is here for the Summer!
Yea! Mondays in the Club House from
4:00 to 6:00 pm. Masks are not
required! We are allowed to bring
snacks to share! See you there!
Remember: BYOB rules continue to
apply.

Contact
Sandy Burrow or Nancy Stanton

Contact Claudia Keller for more
information: 316-250-1267
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Here’s an easy way to help those in
need! Just bring your clean used
grocery bags to Jan at 3600 N Florence
Blvd and volunteers will be crocheting
them into sleeping mats for the
homeless.

KEY CARDS
If you find an access card, please return it to
the office so we can return the card to its
rightful owner.
Thank You,

Churches in the Apache Junction area
will be distributing the mats. If you
would like to learn how to make the
mats yourself, please call Candi at
480-216-0565.

Office Staff
WATER EXERCISE
using bars and water weights
M-F
8:30 a.m. in the summer
9:00 a.m. in the winter

Your smile will give you a positive
countenance that will make people feel
comfortable around you. ~Les Brown

In the "Big Pool"
Please join us!

WIZARD
Come and join us, Thursday
Nights at 6:30 p.m. in the
Annex to play Wizard.

Come on out and join us for
Bunco on Monday’s @ 6:30.

This is a card game that is
easy to learn.

If you are interested in
playing please call Mary
James at 360-790-7971.

Cost is $.50
Everyone Is Welcome!
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Florence Schools

Making a change to your
property? Please be sure to
get approval from the
architectural committee to
ensure the changes conform
to the standards set by the
CC&Rs and Section A of the
Rules and Regulations.

At the front office there is a small blue drop bin
at the window counter for old Box Tops, new
scannable Box Tops with receipts, Coke product
plastic caps, & the flaps on 12 and 24 packs of
COKE products for Florence K-8 School & Soda
Can Tabs for the Vets. These are extra fun and
activity funds for the kids that aren't in the
school budget.
If you have any of these you’d like to donate
please come down and drop them in!
*THEY ARE NO LONGER COLLECTING CAMPBELL’S LABELS*

Architectural Committee
Meetings Schedule

Come join us (men and women) for

2021-2022:

Using Billy Jo’s “Wet and Wonderful” CD.

Water Aerobics

June 21

M/T/Th/F

July 19

10:00 - 11:-00 AM
Lap Pool
Call Nancy Stanton 206-979-7175

August 16
September 20
October 4, 11, 18, 25

Please pick up after your dog—
even small dogs leave messes!

January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

Dogs must be on a leash when
off your property. If your dog
can’t be trusted to stay on your
property, then it must be on a
leash.

February 7, 14, 21, 28

Thank you!

November 1, 8, 15, 22,29
December 6, 13, 20, 27
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Churches in the Area
Central Community Church of God

Assumption of Mary Catholic Community

596 W Vah Ki Inn Rd. Coolidge

221 E. 8th St., Florence

Pastor Larry Rice

Rev. Jose Maria Corvera Saturday Mass 5:00 pm

Sunday Service 10:00 am

Sunday Mass 7:30 am and 9:30 am

Wednesday Service 7:00 pm

(Dec. - Apr.) 7:30 am, 9:30 am, and 11:00 am

Florence First Assembly of God

(May - Nov.) 7:30 am and 9:30 am

South of the “Y”, Florence

Holy Day Mass - check with church for times

868-4221

868-5940

Rev. Steve Williams

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church

Sunday School 9:30 am

800 W. Vah Ki Inn Rd., Coolidge

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 am

723-3845 The Fr. Philip Stowell

Sunday Evening Worship 6:30 pm

Sunday School 9:00 am/ Church Services 10:00 am

Calvary Chapel

Christ Lutheran Church

2060 E.Coolidge Ave, Coolidge 723-7047

615 Vah Ki Inn Rd., Coolidge

Pastor Eric Kluth

Pastor William Carney

Sunday Service 10:00 am

Service at 9:00 am Sunday

6 pm only in Spanish

Gila River Chapel Church

Wednesday Service 7:00 pm

Services in Caliente Clubhouse

Union Baptist Church

Begin Sunday—November 3rd, 8:45 am

640 E. 1st St. (at Phoenix St.),

Spirit of Joy United Methodist Church

Florence (also PO Box 2865) 868-4772

392 W. Roosevelt Ave., Coolidge

Pastor Donald Woolridge, 520-560-9159

Rev. Tracy Perry

Sunday School 10:30 am

First Southern Baptist Church of Florence

Sunday Service 11:00 am

355 S Main Street, Florence

Florence Baptist Church

Pastor Justin Warren

30 N. Willow, Florence

Tuesday: Ladies Bible Study 9:30 am

868-1728

723-7428

602-619-0233

Sunday Services 9:30 am

858-663-4439

Pastor Dale Storm

Thursday Morning: 9:00-9:30 coffee and donuts Bible Study

Sunday School 9:00 am

Sunday School 10:15 am

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 am

Sunday: 9 am Traditional Services & 11:15 Contemporary Service

Sunday Evening Worship and Praise 6:00 pm

Multi-Denominational Services

Wednesday Prayer and Bible Study 6:00 pm

5 miles south of Florence on Hwy 79

www.florencebaptistchurch.com

Ministering: Richard and Deborah Murphy

First Presbyterian Church

Sunday Services 9:30 am

225 E Butte Ave., Florence

Christ the Victor Lutheran Church

868-5634

Rev. John Johnson

1 mile East of Hunt Highway on Arizona Farms Road

Worship Services 9:00 am

In the former 84 Lumber Complex.

Fellowship time to follow

Sunday Service 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

Pastor Bruce Lerum Phone: 520-723-4220

(First Ward)

Email: christthevictor.net

Office Phone

868-4048

85 W Van Haren Ave., Florence, AZ 85132

Fairhaven Baptist Church

(1st building just south of the Florence High School

7886 E. Highway 287, Coolidge

Bishop: Joe Coffey

775-443-7413

Pastor Jeff Gatten 723-1837

First Counselor: David Cluff

520-518-0609

Classes for all ages @10:00 am

Second Counselor: Ben Cook

480-202-2180

Morning Service @ 11:00 am

Sunday Sacrament Meeting

10:30 am

Sunday School and Primary Meeting

11:30 am

Evening Service @ 5:30 pm
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Wednesday Evening Service @ 7:00 pm
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We have space in our monthly
publication for additional AD’s. If you
would like additional information to
advertise in Florence Gardens, please
reach out to the Florence Gardens Office
at 520-868-4770 or by email at
info@fgmha.org
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

4

Sat
5Saturday
Coffee 7 am
Announcements

8 am

6

7

8

Happy Hour
4-6 pm.

9

10

Documents
Committee
9-11 am

Donuts with
the Manager
9 am.

11

12Saturday
Coffee 7 am
Announcements

8 am

Share-A-Dish
4-6 pm.

13

14

15

Happy Hour
4-6 pm.

20

21

Arch.

22

4-6 pm.

18

29 Dez

30

Burrito
Company
4pm—6:30 pm

Share-A-Dish
4-6 pm.
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19Saturday
Coffee 7 am
Announcements

8 am

24

Share-A-Dish
4-6 pm.

Happy Hour
4-6 pm.

Happy Hour

23
Board
Meeting
10 am.

Finance Meeting 11 am.

28

17

Share-A-Dish
4-6 pm.

Committee
Mtg. 9am

27

16

25

26Saturday
Coffee 7 am
Announcements

8 am

